






���������������������������������������
	

��������

�

�

�

�




��

��

�

�

��

��

�� ��

�




Topic: Tunicates and Seahorses
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Spring 2011 editionSpring 2011 edition

Multiple Choice (choose one):

1. What is the term for organism growth using a plant or 
structure for support without taking nutrients from it?

a. Epiphytic
b. Parasitic
c. Commensalistic
d. Symbiotic

2. Approximately how many species of tunicates are 
found worldwide?

a. 500
b. 1,000
c. 2,200
d. 3,000

3. Tunicates date back how many millions of years?

a. 150
b. 230
c. 540
d. 870

4. Which of the following species of seahorse can be 
found in Tampa Bay?

a. Sea Dragon
b. Pygmy seahorse
c. Lined seahorse
d. Yellow seahorse

5. What is the term for the ability of male pipefish and 
seahorses to fertilize and care for the eggs?

a. Breeding
b. Male pregnancy
c. Reproduction
d. Budding

Instructions:  Read through the appropriate Kids’ Pages edition and answer the 
questions below. Once all the questions have been completed, refer to the Answer Key 
to check your work. 

Fill in the Blank:

6. The colonial tunicate is actually a _______________ of 
small, filter-feeding organisms living together.

7. Some tunicates contain chemical compounds that can 
help fight certain types of _____________!

8. The family name for seahorses and pipefish, 
Syngnathidae, means  “___________________” 

 (2 words).

9. According to the Guinness Book of World Records, 
the slowest-moving fish in the world is the 
_____________________ (2 words).

Short Response:

10. According to the Conservation Corner of Kids’ Pages, 
25 million seahorses are consumed annually by 
humans for various reasons, including the aquarium 
trade or medicinal purposes. As such, species like the 
lined seahorse have been listed on the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species. Visit the IUCN Red List official 
website and discover at least three other species in 
Tampa Bay that have a recorded status, and list them, 
as well as their status. How might population decline 
of those animals impact the estuary and oceans?  

https://www.iucnredlist.org
https://www.iucnredlist.org
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1. A. Tunicates are commonly found growing like this on seagrasses.

2. D. They can be found in estuaries and oceans.

3. C. They are fairly simple, but more closely related to us than other invertebrates.

4. C. The dwarf seahorse is the other seahorse species we have.

5. B. Syngnathids are the only group in the animal kingdom to have this title.

Fill in the Blank:

6. The colonial tunicate is actually a colony of small, filter-feeding organisms living together.

7. Some tunicates contain chemical compounds that can help fight certain types of cancer!

8. The family name for seahorses and pipefish, Syngnathidae, means “fused jaw” (2 words).

9. According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the slowest-moving fish in the world is the dwarf 
seahorse (2 words).

Short Response:

10. Answers will vary. Example answer: According to the IUCN Red List, other species in the Tampa Bay and 
Gulf of Mexico region include the black grouper (Near Threatened), the American, or Florida, manatee 
(Vulnerable), green sea turtle (Endangered), and scalloped hammerhead (Critically Endangered). 
According to the website, all populations of these listed species are still declining. The obvious unfortunate 
circumstance would be losing these species entirely, but decline in populations could mean major changes 
in the balance of our ecosystem.
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