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BAY GRASSES IN CLASSES
PROGRAM RECEIVES NEW FUNDING
Our Bay Grasses in Classes (BGIC) program
recently received crucial funds with a $25,000
grant from the Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay and a $10,000 grant from the Duke
Energy Foundation.
BGIC allows middle and high school students
to grow and maintain native wetland grasses at
their school in a Tampa Bay Watch-sponsored
nursery. Students are responsible for checking
salinity, pH, and monitoring the overall health
of the plants. When the plants are ready to be
transplanted, students harvest their school
nursery and work side by side with local
restoration practitioners to transplant their
nursery-raised grasses at coastal restoration sites
throughout Tampa Bay.

Did you know. . .
Estuaries provide clean water,
abundant wildlife, natural beauty,
recreation, and historic and
cultural assets that boost property
values and attract tourism.

BGIC coordinator Paige Lansky sums it
up: “Students in the program are given
the opportunity to directly improve their
community by participating in hands-on
restoration efforts across Tampa Bay. Not only do
students learn about the significance of coastal
ecosystems, they also develop an emotional
connection to their environment and become
more engaged citizens.”
These new funds will allow us to advance our
efforts of restoring critical habitat until public
school field trips resume. We plan on including
new alternative student groups to the program
such as homeschool groups or school clubs that
are allowed to participate in coastal plantings.

In addition, Tampa Bay Watch will create virtual
lesson plans as well as traveling “trunks” with
programmatic educational materials, resources,
and lesson plans that can be delivered to
schools to replace our originally planned
outreach visits.
Thank you to the Community Foundation of
Tampa Bay and Duke Energy Foundation
for their generous support which allows us to
be proactive in the enrichment of our critical
restoration and protection efforts for our
estuary.
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DIY MARINE DEBRIS EVENT
RECOVERS 579 POUNDS
Community steps up DIY efforts during the
coronavirus pandemic
In honor of National Estuaries Week and the International Coastal
Cleanup, 70 community volunteers walked 49 miles to remove
579 pounds of debris throughout the Tampa Bay region! The
items recovered in the greatest quantities
were food wrappers, bottle caps, and
cigarette butts.
Our fishing line recycling program has been
especially active this year. As of November
1, we have 208 monotubes in four counties
manned by 59 volunteers who have
removed 581,952 feet of line since April.
Do you know of a location that needs a
monotube installed? Submit a request here!

PROJECT
WILD
WORKSHOP
NOV. 23
Bring nature back to your classroom!

Formal and non-formal educators, join us for a Project Wild
and Aquatic Wild workshop on November 23 from 9-3 at
Tampa Bay Watch’s Marine and Education Center in Tierra
Verde. You’ll learn new hands-on activities as well as tactics
to bring nature back to your classroom. This in-person
educational workshop will include example lesson plans
as well as your own copy of Project WILD and
Aquatic WILD guidebooks. Reservations
are required and space is limited.
Click here to register!

TAILORED FOR TODAY’S
UNIQUE DEMAND...
Micro-weddings at Tampa Bay Watch
We are now offering micro-weddings—an intimate
gathering of 50 or less people. Enjoy a special discount on
pricing if you book before December 31, 2020. For more
information, call (727) 867-8166, x221 or email weddings@
tampabaywatch.org.

Vote for Tampa Bay Watch to be a

GOOD ‘BURGER!

Tampa Bay Watch has been nominated to be a Good
‘Burger! No, we have not entered the culinary world. This
award is named in honor of a former mayor who referred
to his citizens as “burgers” (as in “St. Petersburgers”) and
was established to
honor those who
contribute in a
positive way to make
our community
special.
Click here to vote for
us now through
November 13 in
the Community
Conscious, Large
category.

TAMPA BAY
GUARDIANS
Annual giving for the bay’s
future
Tampa Bay Guardians support Tampa Bay
Watch’s mission to restore and protect the bay
with a three-year pledge of at least $1,000 annually.
To become a member of the Tampa Bay Guardians, contact Nina
Ardle at (727) 867-8166 x249 or nardle@tampabaywatch.org.
A big thanks to our guardians for their generous support:
Kathryn Boeckman Howd
Pat and Paul Brown
Bobby and Elena Bussey
Jeff and Linda Carbiener
Peter and Sharon Dagostino
Frank and Dana Dalton
Christopher French
Eric Hull & Bryan Baldwin
Janet and Harold Hurwitz

Does this place
look familiar?
Be the first to name this place
in an email to Rachel Arndt at
rarndt@tampabaywatch.org and win
a TBW shirt or ball cap!
One entry per person.

Craig Jordan and Elaine KoziarJordan
Erik Lieberman
James T. Pascia, DDS
Mary Ann and Gary Renfrow
Steve and Mary Stanley
Bill and Dyreese Sweeney
Mike and Rita Wilson

FOCUS ON A TAMPA BAY
GUARDIAN:

Pete & Sharon Dagostino

Generous donors of Tampa Bay Watch for several years and
TBW Guardians since 2017, the Dagastinos have supported
our annual Evening for the Bay and Bay Life events, and most
recently, have become Discovery Center Founding Members.
When asked why they choose to invest in Tampa Bay Watch,
Pete Dagostino stated that they both
grew up in Tampa Bay and
greatly enjoy living in
the area. In Pete’s words,
“Tampa Bay Watch is doing
an outstanding job putting
life and beauty back
in the bay.” Thank you,
Pete and Sharon, for
your gift to the bay!

M A X W I N G S PA N : T E N F E E T

American White Pelican

PELECANUS ERYTHRORHYNCHOS

D I E T: W H I T E P E L I C A N S H E R D S MA L L
F I S H T O S H A L LO W WAT E R S B Y
WORKING IN GROUPS WHERE THEY
A R E M O R E E A S I LY S C O O P E D I N T O
THE PELICAN’S BEAK

American White Pelicans are among the largest birds in North America. Unlike their close relatives,
the brown pelican, American White Pelicans are not year round inhabitants of Florida’s waters.
They are “snow birds” as they are almost exclusively seen in Florida during the winter. Source: UF IFAS
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TAMPA BAY WATCH
MISSION:

DISCOVERY CENTER ANNOUNCES
SMALL-GROUP EXPIERENCES
Fun and informative field trips!

Tampa Bay Watch
is dedicated to the
protection and
restoration of the
Tampa Bay estuary
through scientific and
educational programs.

We’re excited to announce that the Tampa
Bay Watch Discovery Center on the St.
Pete Pier has recently begun to work with
small groups (maximum of 25 students)
conducting enriching in-depth marine
science programs and field trips.
Program examples include a Pier into
Plankton Lab, Invertebrate Investigation,
Water Quality Lab, Coastal Plant
Communities, Lionfish Dissection Lab,
Marine Food Webs, and Squid Dissections!

Thank you
to GEORGE
& ISABEL
ADAMS and
ESI for their
sponsorship of
the 2020 issues
of the Bay Watch Log!

Field trip experiences are around 1.5 hours
in duration and include admission to the
Exhibit Gallery.

For more information on small-group
exPIERiences, visit tbwdiscoverycenter.org,
download a reservation form, or contact Audrey
Mitchell at amitchell@tampabaywatch.org.

The Bay Watch Log is a quarterly newsletter designed to inform and educate the volunteers, members,
partners, and sponsors of Tampa Bay Watch about environmental events, restoration opportunities,
agency activities, and other environmental stewardship information.
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