Although it might

be hard to believe,

before the first Earth

Day there were no

laws to stop pollution
being created by individuals and
businesses. For many years, trash,
waste, and smoke were released into
the atmosphere and waterways with
no accountability. Finally, people
began to realize something must
be done to save the environment.
Wisconsin senator Gaylord Nelson
had the idea to host “teach-ins” at
several colleges across the country
to educate students about the many
environmental threats America was
facing and inspire change. His team
hired Stanford University student
Denis Hayes to organize these
events, which were set to occur on
April 22, 1970. Hayes expanded the

How Did Earti Doy Begin?

scope of these events to
hundreds of organizations
across the country, all with
the goal of rallying against
recent environmental
deterioration. The very first
Earth Day was attended by
twenty million Americans
across many different

U.S. cities to force
lawmakers to take on the
issue of environmental
preservation. Shortly after,
politicians responded to the
growing demand for cleaner air,
water, and land by creating the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency
with the mission of protecting the
environment and public health.
Many environmental policies were
passed in the years that followed,
including the Clean Air and Clean
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The first Earth Day in New York City, where about one million people
participated in celebrations. Source: Columbia Climate School

Water Acts, as well as The Endangered
Species Act. Since the first Earth Day,

this event has continued to occur every
year on April 22, marked by more than a
billion people across the globe each year
celebrating a day of action to change the
human behaviors that impact our planet.

Sources: EarthDay.org, United States Environmental Protection
Agency, Library of Congress, University of Colorado Boulder
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Gaylord Nelson

Born in the NorthWoods of Wisconsin in 1916, Gaylord Nelson grew up admiring
the beauty of the Wisconsin land. Finding passion in both the environment and

in politics, Nelson was the perfect match for the environmental movement. In
1969, Nelson created “Earth Day” as a new approach to raise awareness and put
pressure on legislation. His proposal of dedicating a day for a nationwide teach-in
to highlight environmental concerns was met immediately with overwhelming
enthusiasm and support. Now, thanks to this trailblazer, every year on April 22, we
can do our part to be environmental stewards and carry on his legacy.

Sources: nelsonearthday.net, wilderness.net

Top photo: Gaylord Nelson, the founder of Earth Day
Bottom photo: Gaylord Nelson with future environmental stewards (Source: nelsonearthday.net)



Lossing Park Living Shoreling
Tampa Bay Watch works hard to celebrate Earth Day every day!
We host various projects that allow volunteers to participate

in our mission to protect and restore our estuary. Learn about
these restoration projects and how you can help below!
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Support local
pollinators!
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Filling your yard with native plants is a great
first step in supporting local wildlife. Planting
pollinator plants, such as Morning Glory and
Milkweed, provides a sustainable food source
for bees and monarch butterflies

Kids’ Pages is a quarterly newsletter supplement to the Bay Watch Log. W TCH Ll
Please get your kids involved and sign them up to be a member today! A e

Email membership@tampabaywatch.org or visit tampabaywatch.org. Restoring the Bay Every Day



